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Among the most useful critical works on
Meredith are : George Meredith: Some Char-
acteristics, by Richard le Gallienne, with a
bibliography by John Lane (1900); George
Meredith: Some Early Appreciations, selected
by Maurice Buxton Forman (1909).

Meredith, Owen.   See Lytton.

Merganser, a sea-duck of the genus Mer-
ganser. The most widely distributed species
is the red-breasted merganser which breeds
throughout the northern parts of the North-
ern Hemisphere. It is a handsome bird, with

Merganser.

a glossy green head, long, filamentous crest,
white neck with a black band, and reddish
breast streaked with black, while the back
and upper surface are chiefly black with
white markings. The female is more soberly
clad. The American merganser has no crest
or band of streaks on the breast; it breeds
commonly in Canada.

Merger, in the law of real property, is the
extinguishment of a lesser estate by the ac-
quisition of a greater estate in the same land
by the owner of the former, or vice versd.

Mergui. 1. M. Archipelago, group of
rocky islands in Bay of Bengal, off coast of
Tenasserim, Burma. They are peopled by Si-
longs, whose chief occupations are pearl-
fishing and the collectipn of becke de mer
and edible birds' nests. 2. Seaport of Lower
Burma, on an island about 2 miles from the
mouth of the river Tenasserim. Exports tim-
ber and rice; p. 15,000.

Merida. i. City, Mex., cap. of Yucatan.
It has many good stone buildings and a
cathedral dating from 1598. The manufac-
tures are rope, straw, hats, soap, candles,1
leather, cigars, and brandy; p. 63,000. 2. Tn.,
Venezuela. The manufactures are woolen
goods, candles, leather, etc.; p. about 14,000.

Meriden, city, New Haven co., Conn. The
leading industry is the manufacture of ster-
ling silver and silver plated ware, hardware,
cut glass, fire-arms, lamps, gas and electric

fixtures, clocks, etc. Hubbard Park, 900 acres,
contains the 'Hanging Hills of Meriden,' a
curious formation with jagged cliffs of trap
rising from a plain; p. 39494-
Meridian, city, Miss. It has machine
shops, railroad shops, lumber mills, grist mills,
foundries, manufactories of sash and blinds,
coffins, wagons, and furniture, cotton end
cotton-seed oil mills, fertilizer works, etc.; p,
354Si.
Meridian, Celestial, a great circle of the
heavens marking the intersection of the plane
of the terrestrial meridian with the sphere. It
may also be described as a vertical circle
passing n. and s. through the poles, or as the
hour-circle crossing the zenith.
Merimee, Prosper (1803-70), French
novelist and historian. His first works, Clara
Gazul and La Guzla (1825), purported to be
translations, respectively, of Spanish comedies
and Illyrian songs. The former he never sur-
passed. La Chronique d:t Regne de Charles
IX. (1829) was his most famous historical
novel.
Merington, Marguerite, Engish-Ameri-
can dramatist. Her first publicly produced
play, Captain Letterblair, was written for
E. H. Sothern at his suggestion, was given in
1891. Other plays are Love Finds the Way,
produced by Mrs. Fiske (1898), and Scarlett
of the Mounted (1906).
Merino, a Spanish breed of sheep, prized
especially for the quality of the wool. See
SHEEP.
Merionethshire, maritime co. of N.
Wales. It is very mountainous, with pic-
turesque valleys. Slate, limestone, gold, cop-
per, and lead are obtained. Festiniog is the
largest town; p. 45,573-
Merivale, Herman Charles (1839-1906),
English author. He published poems and
plays, of which the principal are The Cynic
(1882), Fedora (1883), Our Joan (1885),
The Butler (1886), The Don (1888), and ed-
ited the Annual Register (1870-80).
Meriwether, Lee (1862- ), American
social reformer. He served in various govern-
mental commissions for the study of labor
conditions, prison administration, and busi-
ness organization. In addition to numerous
reports he has published: A Tramp Trip:
How to See Europe on 50 Cents a Day
(1887); and The Tramp at Home (1890),
The Journal of Lee Meriwether.
Merlin, the smallest of British falcons,
which preys chiefly on small song birds and
is used in falconry.
Merlin, the wizard of Arthurian romance,